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SECRET 

PAGE 01 USUNN 03576 122122Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

094823 140553Z/21 

R 122123Z SEP 78 

FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3352 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

SECRET USUN NEW YORK 03576 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, SY 
SUBJECT: ASSAD’S HEALTH 


Message Text 


FOR WHATEVER IT IS WORTH, AMBASSADOR TUENI HAS TOLD 
LEONARD THAT HE IS CONFIDENT THAT ASSAD HAS LEUKEMIA. 

HE SAYS HE BASES THIS ON INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM 
MEDICAL CIRCLES IN BEIRUT, INCLUDING SOME WHO HAVE 
KNOWLEDGE OF LABORATORY ANALYSIS OF ASSAD'S BLOOD SAMPLES. 
TUENI ATTRIBUTED SOME OF RIFAAT’S ACTIVITIES TO THE 
DESIRE TO ENTRENCH HIMSELF FINANCIALLY AND POLITICALLY 
BEFORE HIS BROTHER'S DEATH. YOUNG 


SECRET 
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